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STTER GL - Refs: J. K. Hartman fir (00697) to R. L. Benedetti, Policy on Distribution of Radioactive
1Z2UTO. V.M, Environmental Samples to Commercial Laboratories, January 22, 1983
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T This letter is in reply to the above-referenced letter regarding the Policy on Distribution of Radioactive
TEWART. DL, Environmental Samples to Commercial Laboratories. Your letter requested review and comments, if
ULLIVAN, M.T. applicable, on the attached documents. In addition to this review, your request to assess the impact
WANSON, E.R. of the policy and its implementation guidance on current radioactive environmental sample
ERROLES distribution to commercial laboratories will be initiated and discussed in the meeting to be set up by
T o your staff.
nededls 5; X in response 10 the policy on Distribution of Radioactive Environmental Samples to commercial
2 H laboratories, the EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc. Sample Management (SM) a division of Environmental
" Restoration Management. Sample Management currently conducts operations in adherence to this
policy with a few noted exceptions:
Reference policy attachment 2, page 4, section 5.2a;
Sample Management does not currently require contract laboratories to provide radioisotopic
inventories to us. We believe that maintenance of said inventories is the responsibility of the
— laboratory as it relates to either the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) or the Agreement States.
T Real time information with regards to this inventory will be virtually impossible since laboratories
~ares conTRoL | X 1 % routinely analyze samples for more than one Department of Energy (DOE) site. The inventory would
be in a consiant state of fiux and it used as an indicator to accept or reject sampie shipments, the
CLASSIFICATION: variation between receipt of notification from the laboraiory to ship samples and the inventory level at
ol the time of actual sample receipt may still result in exceeding licensed radioisotopic inventories. It is
:;-!’*;i':l‘i" incumbent on the laboratories to control incoming samples from clients and to this date, laboratories
T contracted by the ERM/SMO have maintained this standard. It can aiso be ascertained that a
significant cost impact would be realized in atiempling to monitor laboratory inventories.
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7 Reterence policy attachment 2, page 5, section 5.2d, items 1-5;
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item#2:  All updates are required to be sent to SM in a timely manner.

item #3:  Currently not required by SM. This again is due to the volatility of the radioisotopic inventory
in total, not to mention a 75 percent threshold capacity.

item #4:  Currently not required. However, requiring laboratories to notify SM of citations received by
the NRC or Agreement State for noncompliance with licensing agreements could serve as an
indicator of the laboratories control of inventories.

ltem#5.  Cessation of contractual obligations due to violation of NRC or Agreement States License is
not built into existing contracts.

It you have any questions or require additional information concerning this matter, please do not hesnate
1o contact Wanda Busby Sample Management, at extension 8679.

R. L. Benedetti

Associate General Manager
Environmental Restoration Management

EG&G Rocky Flats, Inc.

WSB kid
Orig. and 1 cc - J. K. Hartman
Attachments:

As Stated (2)

cc:
T. Lukow - DOE,RFO
W J. Prymak - DOE ,RFO




